I propose now to consider those cases in which the caries has passed that point when it can be removed, in the performance of the necessary operations to arrest its progress without danger of injury to the pulp; or after it may have begun to exercise some injurious influence upon this part of the affected tooth.
The principal portion of these papers will be devoted to a discussion of the propriety, in certain cases, of the entire extirpation of the dental pulp, and the best means of effecting this object. And I deny, positively, the truth of the statement so often made, that caries of the teeth will always continue to progress, after it has once set in, unless every particle of the decayed bone be removed from contact with that which is healthy. I On the left side of the lower jaw the dens sapientise alone remained. It had been decayed for a considerable time, and from its appearance I concluded that the pulp must be reached. It had given him no continued pain, however, but was exceedingly tender to pressure, so that it was quite useless for mastication. For several reasons, unnecessary to state here, I was unwilling, except as a last resort, to extirpate the pulp, and determined to make an effort to save it without resorting to this extreme measure. On examining, with an instrument, the cavity, which occupied nearly one-half the diameter of the surface of the crown, I found it extremely tender to the slightest touch, and could remove but a small portion even of the decayed bone, the greater part of which I allowed to remain in the cavity. Indeed, I did scarcely any thing more than to take away the very much softened portion. I then dried out the cavity as well as I could and filled it with tin foil.
The tenderness under very slight pressure, however, was so great that I could not use force enough to make any thing like a good filling. For several weeks after this operation was performed, the tooth remained as useless as ever, but it grew, eventually, less and less tender to pressure, and after the lapse of a few months it could be used for mastication without inconvenience.
In about a year the tooth again became annoying; slight pain being experienced when certain condiments were taken into the mouth. On examination, I found that in consequence of the imperfect manner in which it had been filled, the My only apology for giving it for publication, in its present imperfect condition is, that I promised it at this time, and was obliged to hand it in some form to the editor of this "Journal."
